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• I have been in the construction industry for over 40 years

• I have been a Fire Safety Consultant pre FSO (2005)

• Post Graduate Diploma in Construction Management

• IFE Approved Fire Risk Assessor and Auditor

• Fellow of the Chartered Association of Building Engineers

• Certified competent in Fire Detection BS5839 Part 1

• Certified competent in Fire Detection BS5839 Part 6

• Certified competent in Emergency Lighting Design BS5266

• Certified Fire Door Installer and Auditor (BM TRADA – Q-Mark)

• Certified member of Fire Door Maintenance Scheme (BM TRADA – Q-Mark)

Am I Considered Competent? 

Competency
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Because of the document on the left 
and in particular, the main changes to 
the 2013 amendments. 

What did I Tell You About Me? 



• The Regulatory Reform (Fire 
Safety) Order 2005 is not just 
about the Fire Risk Assessment.

• This document is the one that 
explains what your duties are as a 
‘Responsible Person’ and then 
tells you what will happen to you if 
you do not carry out these duties. 

• This is the document that is used 
to prosecute ‘Responsible 
Persons’ and ‘Competent 
Persons’.

• It is recommended that you 
become familiar with this 
document and it’s contents. 

Another Important Document



Part 1 Section 3 - Meaning of “Responsible Person” (FSO)

In this Order ‘Responsible Person’ means:-

(a) in relation to a workplace, the employer, if the workplace is to any extent under his control

(b)  in relation to any premises not falling within paragraph (a):-

(i) the person who has control of the premises (as occupier or otherwise) in connection with 
the carrying on by him of a trade, business or other undertaking (for profit or not); or

(ii) the owner, where the person in control of the premises does not have control in connection 
with

the carrying on by that person if a trade, business or other undertaking. 

Part 2 Section 18 - Safety Assistance

(1) The responsible person must, subject to paragraphs (6) and (7), appoint one or more 
competent persons to assist him in undertaking the preventive and protective measures.

(5) A person is to be regarded as competent for the purposes of this article where he has 
sufficient training and experience or knowledge and other qualities to enable him properly to 
assist in undertaking the preventive and protective measures. 

(8) Where there is a competent person in the responsible person’s employment, that person 
must be appointed for the purposes of paragraph (1) in preference to a competent person not in 
his employment.

Specific Contents



• Capable

• Knowledgeable

• Experienced

• Skilled

• Proficient

• Expert

• Has demonstrated to a certification body running a UKAS accredited 
‘Competent Persons’ scheme to EN ISO 17024:2012 (Personnel 
Certification)

• Will work for a company operating a company based ‘Competent Person’ 
scheme certificated against BS EN 17065:2012 by a certification body 
accredited by UKAS

Define a ‘Competent Person’



Building Regulations Approved Document B Vol 2- 2006 edition 
including 2010 and 2013 amendments

In the case of new buildings, or those which include alterations, extensions   
or change of use, the appropriate Building Regulations apply.

• Existing buildings, other than domestic properties, are governed by the 
requirements of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order: 2005 –
otherwise known as the RRO or FSO

• You should also be take note of Regulation 38 of the Building Regulations 
(England and Wales) which links the Building Regulations to the RRO for 
those buildings to which the RRO applies.

Regulations and Fire Doors



Regulation 38 Requirements

• The location and rating of every fire door in the building. 

• The fire door certificate – which MUST be relevant to the installed fire door.

• The type of seal (intumescent / smoke seal / acoustic) fitted to the door or 
frame.

• Details of the door frame (hardwood, softwood, MDF etc.) and how that relates 
to the fire door test.

• Details of hinges, closers and other essential building hardware (CE 
marked)and how that relates to the fire door test.

• Maintenance information for each component, including the door leaf.

• Frequency of inspection and maintenance, depending on expected usage of 
the door. 

Regulations and Fire Doors



• A fire door has two main functions.

• When closed they are a barrier to hold back fire and smoke

• When open they provide a means of escape

• All doors will hold back smoke and flames for a period of time.

• Certified fire doors are manufactured to provide a minimum protection 
commonly FD30s and FD60s

• BS 476-22:1987 or BS EN 1634-1:2014. Tests are made on complete fire door 
sets: ie. the fire door and door frame with all the requisite hardware (e.g. locks, 
latches, hinges, etc). A doorset may be called fire resisting if the complete 
design has been subjected to a full scale fire resistance test to one of the 
current test standards for non-loadbearing elements

When is a Fire Door Not a Fire Door?



Ways of demonstrating fire door performance

Self-declaration

Where a manufacturer makes their own claim of conformity by stating that the 
door, doorset or door component ‘complies with’ or is ‘designed to’ or ‘tested 
to’ a certain standard.

Test certificate

A test certificate tells the purchaser that a company’s products have been 
tested and they have a certificate to prove it.

Third-party certification

Third-party certification tests and verifies a fire door’s design, performance, 
manufacturing process and quality assurance from manufacture to installation. 
Company independently audited.

When is a Fire Door Not a Fire Door?



Fire Door Test – Obvious Fail



When is a Fire Door Not a Fire Door? 



When is a Fire Door Not a Fire Door? 



• Fire Door Certificate 
will show that the door 
has passed a Fire 
Test. 

• Includes ironmongery 
and installation. 

When is a Fire Door Not a Fire Door? 



• Fire Door Certificate will 
show that the door has 
passed a Fire Test.

• Includes ironmongery, 
glazing and installation.

When is a Fire Door Not a Fire Door? 



• Fire Door Certificate will 
show the frame 
specification.

• If not a doorset then frame 
should comply with 
specification

When is a Fire Door Not a Fire Door? 



• Fire Door Certificate will 
show ironmongery 
specification

• If repairs are required 
then these must be as 
specification

When is a Fire Door Not a Fire Door? 





How to Identify:

Doors can be plugged 

if BM TRADA Q Mark.

How can you Identify a Fire Door?



How can you Identify a Fire Door?

How to Identify:

Doors have label on top edge 

if BWF Certifire.

Manufacturers Declaration

(‘Flamebreak’)



How can you Identify a Fire Door?

How to Identify:

Glazing is installed to a 

specific specification.



How can you Identify a Fire Door?

How to Identify:

Types of intumescent 

strips and smoke seals.



How can you Identify a Fire Safety Door? 

5 Basic Checks:

Certification Look for a label or plug to show that the door is certificated and 

check the instructions of that certificate.

Compatibility Essential ironmongery such as locks, latches, closers and 

hinges MUST be CE marked, firmly fixed and compatible with 

certification. This includes the door frame and smoke seals and 

strips.

Alterations Cutting apertures for glazing and air transfer will make 

certification VOID as will trimming by more than permitted.

Gaps The gap between the door and the frame at the sides and the 

top should be no more than 2-4mm and the threshold gap 

should be as per manufacturers instructions typically 8-10mm.

Operation Check that it latches from any position.



How can you Identify a Fire Safety Door? 

Any of the below indicate a non-fire resistant doorset:

Leaf Thickness < 44mm (30 mins) or < 55mm (60 mins)

Perimeter Seals None in existence

Hollow Core Lightweight and sound hollow.

Glazing Beads Softwood

Glazing Unmarked or marked as laminated.

Door Frame Thickness less than 25mm

Hinges Only two fitted and not CE marked

FD60

Intumescent Seals Less than two 20x4 strips.

Door Frame Softwood frame and/or less than 32mm.



This doorset was not certified, but the frames made on site – can you tell?

Door Assemblies will always be Notional. Even if the door is Certified

Basic Repairs to Fire Doors – Fire Door assembly



Basic Repairs to Fire Doors



Basic Repairs to Fire Doors

• This repair to a Fire Door 

is quite common.



• Intumescent strips and cold 
smoke seals must be replaced 
with those identical to the test 
evidence

• Regulation 38 for type of 
Intumescent

Common Repairs to Fire Doors



• Some repairs you cannot 
make good!!

Common Repairs to Fire Doors



• Fresh air behind the door 
jamb.

Common Repairs to Fire Doors



• The use of foam is constantly abused and this is yet 
another typical example

Non-competent Installation

• The use of foam is constantly abused but in this case 

not yet………



It is not all about what 
contractors install –
its about what they 

use to do it!!

Definition of a Non-competent Person



Efficiency is Doing Things Right

Effectiveness is Doing Right Things
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07921 314 794

gordonalexander@effefftee.co.uk

Thank you
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